ASCEND

Advancing Safety and Community Engagement through Navigated Dialogue

Adopt the social model of disability in state training and policy
so disability is seen as a natural part of human diversity.

Create a statewide pathway to advocacy so every person, no
matter where they live, can learn their rights and speak up safely.

Set minimum training standards for all frontline workers including
DSPs, in-home support workers, service coordinators, police,
firefighters, EMTs, teachers, and others who support people.
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Strengthen reporting systems so people can report abuse or
concerns without fear, and so responses are quick and accountable.

~ Support community healing events such as vigils, town halls, and
listening sessions where people can speak, grieve, and be heard.

1 o Promote connection as protection by teaching that people are safer
when they belong to a community, have real relationships, and

know their worth.



